Peck, Robert - Secrets at Sea
In 1887, the social-climbing Cranstons voyage from New York to London, where
they hope to find a husband for their awkward older daughter, secretly
accompanied by Helena and her mouse siblings, for whom the journey is both
terrifying and wondrous as they meet an array of titled humans despite their best
efforts at remaining hidden.

Pyron, Bobbie - A Dog’s Way Home
After a car accident strands them at opposite ends of the Blue Ridge Parkway,
eleven-year-old Abby and her beloved sheltie Tam overcome months filled with
physical and emotional challenges to find their way back to each other.

Shang, Wendy W. - The Great Wall of Lucy Wu
Eleven-year-old aspiring basketball star and interior designer Lucy Wu is excited
about finally having her own bedroom, until she learns that her great-aunt is
coming to visit and Lucy will have to share a room with her for several months,
shattering her plans for a perfect sixth-grade year.

Smith, Roland - Storm Runners (series)
Twelve-year-old Chase Masters travels the country with his father, a "storm
runner," but he is tested in ways he never could have imagined when he and a new
friend are caught in a hurricane near St. Petersburg, Florida.

Stewart, Trenton Lee - The Mysterious Benedict Society (series)
After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a secret
mission that requires them to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very
Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules.

Telgemeier, Raina - Smile
In this graphic memoir, Telgemeier recounts the dental hell and accompanying
social problems she went through as an adolescent.

Treaster, Joseph - Hurricane Force: In the Path of America’s Deadliest Storms
Describes how violent storms and hurricanes are formed and notes some of
history’s greatest storms to hit the U.S. such as Hurricane Katrina.

These are just a few of the many books that fifth and sixth graders
enjoy. Ask your local librarian for further suggestions.

Compiled by the Children's Services Advisory Council of the Vermont Dept. of Libraries.
http://www.libraries.vermont.gov

This program is supported in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services,
a federal agency, through the Library Services and Technology Act.

-2012-

Books
for
Grades 5 and 6

\/’

—

Angleberger, Tom - The Strange Case of Origami Yoda
Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their interactions with a paper finger
puppet of Yoda, worn by their weird classmate Dwight, as they try to figure out
whether or not the puppet can really predict the future.

Auvi - City of Orphans
In 1893 New York, thirteen-year-old Maks, a newsboy, teams up with Willa, a
homeless girl, to clear his older sister, Emma, from charges that she stole from the
brand new Waldorf Hotel, where she works. Includes historical notes.

Birdsall, Jeanne - The Penderwicks (series)
While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, four
young sisters, ages four through twelve, share adventures with a local boy, much
to the dismay of his snobbish mother.

Balliet, Blue - The Danger Box
Michigan, twelve-year-old Zoomy and his new friend Lorrol investigate the
journal found inside a mysterious box and find family secrets and a more valuable
treasure, while a dangerous stranger watches and waits.

Basher, Simon - Basher Science Series
Titles such as Physics, Chemistry, Biology, and Rocks and Minerals are zany
primers presented in an understandable, interesting and fun way.

Buckley, Michael - The Sisters Grimm
Orphans Sabrina and Daphne Grimm are sent to live with an eccentric
grandmother that they have always believed to be dead.

Curtis, Christopher Paul - The Mighty Miss Malone
With love and determination befitting the "world’s greatest family," twelve-year-
old Deza Malone, her older brother Jimmie, and their parents endure tough times
in Gary, Indiana, and later Flint, Michigan, during the Great Depression.

Deedy, Carmen Agra - The Cheshire Cheese Cat: A Dickens of a Tale
A community of mice and a cheese-loving cat form an unlikely alliance at
London’s Cheshire Cheese, an inn where Charles Dickens finds inspiration and
Queen Victoria makes an unexpected appearance.


http://www.libraries.vermont.gov/

Erskine, Kathryn — Mockingbird
Ten-year-old Caitlin, who has Asperger’s Syndrome, struggles to understand
emotions, show empathy, and make friends at school, while at home she seeks
closure by working on a project with her father.

Funke, Cornelia - Inkheart
Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that her father, who repairs and binds books for a
living, can "read" fictional characters to life when one of those characters abducts
them and tries to force him into service.

George, Jessica Day - Tuesdays at the Castle
Eleven-year-old Princess Celie lives with her parents, the king and queen, and her
brothers and sister at Castle Glower, which adds rooms or stairways or secret
passageways most every Tuesday. When the king and queen are ambushed while
travelling, it is up to Celie--the castle’s favorite--with her secret knowledge of its
never-ending twists and turns, to protect their home and save their kingdom.

Gibbs, Stuart - Belly Up
Twelve-year-old Teddy investigates when a popular Texas zoo’s star attraction--
Henry the hippopotamus--is murdered.

Haddix, Margaret Peterson - Among the Hidden (series)
In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only
two children, Luke has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his
family’s farm, until another "third" convinces him that the government is wrong.

Hahn, Mary Downing - Closed for the Season
When thirteen-year-old Logan and his family move into a run-down old house in
rural Virginia, he discovers that a woman was murdered there and becomes
involved with his neighbor Arthur in a dangerous investigation to try to uncover
the killer.

Hiaasen, Carl - Chomp
When the difficult star of the reality television show "Expedition Survival"
disappears while filming an episode in the Florida Everglades using animals from
the wildlife refuge run by Wahoo Crane’s family, Wahoo and classmate Tuna
Gordon set out to find him while avoiding Tuna’s gun-happy father.

Holm, Jennifer - Turtle in Paradise
In 1935, when her mother gets a job housekeeping for a woman who does not like
children, eleven-year-old Turtle is sent to stay with relatives she has never met in
far away Key West, Florida.

Kelly, Jacqueline — The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate
In central Texas in 1899, eleven-year-old Callie VVee Tate learns about love from
the older three of her six brothers and studies the natural world with her
grandfather which leads to an important discovery.

Key, Watt - Alabama Moon
After the death of his father, ten-year-old Moon leaves their forest shelter home
and is sent to an Alabama institution, becoming entangled in the outside world he
has never known and making good friends, a relentless enemy, and finally finding
a new life.

Klise, Kate - Grounded
After her father, brother, and sister are killed in a plane crash, twelve-year-old
Daralynn’s life in tiny Digginsville, Missouri, proceeds as her mother turns angry
and embittered, her grandmother becomes senile, and her flamboyant aunt
continues to run the Summer Sunset Retirement Home for Distinguished
Gentlemen, while being courted by the owner of the town’s new crematorium.

Levine, Gail Carson - A Tale of Two Castles
Twelve-year-old Elodie journeys to Two Castles in hopes of studying acting but
instead becomes apprentice to a dragon, who teaches her to be observant and use
reasoning, thus helping her to uncover who is poisoning the king.

Lord, Cynthia - Rules
Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a
normal existence but her world is further complicated by a friendship with a young
paraplegic.

Martin, Ann - Everything for a Dog
In parallel stories, Bone, an orphaned dog, finds and loses a series of homes;
Molly, a family pet, helps Charlie through the grief and other after-effects of his
brother’s death, and lonely Henry pleads for a dog of his own.

Mass, Wendy - 11 Birthdays (series)
After celebrating their first nine same-day birthdays together, Amanda and Leo,
having fallen out on their tenth and not speaking to each other for the last year,
prepare to celebrate their eleventh birthday separately but peculiar things begin to
happen as the day of their birthday begins to repeat itself over and over again.

Montgomery, Sy — Kakapo Rescue: Saving the World’s Strangest Parrot
On remote Codfish Island off the southern coast of New Zealand live the last 91
Kakapo parrots on earth. Originally this bird numbered in the millions before
humans brought predators to the islands; now a team of scientists is trying to
restore the Kakapo population.

Oppel, Kenneth - Silverwing (series)
When a newborn bat named Shade but sometimes called "Runt" becomes
separated from his colony during migration, he grows in ways that prepare him for
even greater journeys.

Paulsen, Gary - Hatchet
After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the Canadian
wilderness, learning to survive with only the aid of a hatchet given him by his
mother, and learning also to survive his parents’ divorce.



